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!JJ.  REESE,  PROMINENT  1 
WELSH  WRITER,  DIES  i 
•  IN  WESTS!  HOME 


'OUTSTANDING  FIGURE  IN  MINE 
INDUSTRY  WAS  IN  HIS  80TH 
YEAR  — FUNERAL  WED¬ 
NESDAY  AFTERNOON. 

James  W.  (Athenydd)  Reese,  one  of 
the  prominent  Welshmen  and  Welsh 
writers  of  northeastern  Pennsylvania, 
died  at  the  family*  home,  HI  South 
Filmore  avenue,  yesterday  morning 
•at  8:40  o’clock,  Mr.  Reese  was  an  ex- 


JAMES  W.  REESE 


pert  in  mining  and  for  years  was  a  j 
,  member  of  the  examining  board  of 
miners.  He  was  in  his  eightieth  year 
and  for  half  century  reaided  In  West 
Scranton. 

The  funeral  will  be  conducted  Wed-  " 
nesday  afternoon.  A  brief  service 
will  take  place  at  the  home  at  2 
o’clock,  after  which  the  cortege  will 
move  to  the  Tabernacle  Congrega¬ 
tional  church,  where  at  2:  SO  o’clock 
another  service  will  be  held.  Rev. 
Owen  Jones  will  officiate. 

Mr.  Reese  was  born  in  Aberdare, 
South  Wales,  and  came  to  America  in  I 
1870,  settling  in  West  Scranton,  where  j 
he  lived  all  of  his  life.  In  1874  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Frances  Davies, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  J. 
Davies,  late  of  South  Filmore  avenue, 
and  one  of  the  singers  in  the  unde¬ 
feated  “Cambro  American  choir"  of 
the  reconstruction  period. 

Following  his  occupation  of  a  miner, 
Mr.  Reese  worked  as  a  gangway 
driver  and  became  affiliated  with  the 
miners’  union.  He  served  as  a  treas¬ 
urer  of  Local  No.  1428,  U.  M.  W.  of 
A.  and  served  as  a  representative  to 
many  district  conventions.  He  also 
served  on  the  state  miners’  examin¬ 
ing  board  for  twelve  years  and  on  the’ 
state  mine  foreman  examining  body 
for  fifteen  years. 

i  A  thorough  church  believer  and  a 
j  constant  and  faithful  attendant,  Mr. 
Reese  since  his  twelfth  year  was  af- 
'fiiia>sd  with  a  church  congregation. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Tab¬ 
ernacle  Congregational  church  and  its  . 
initial  recording  secretary.  Well  . 
known  thropgljoui  the  valley  amoru:  . 
the  dhuretes  of  that  dehominatfSn,  , 
he  was  elected  a  moderator  of  the 
Welsh  churches  of  the  northeastern5 . 
district.  r 


Prominent  At  Eisteddfod*  ;  J 

Mr.  Reese  also  devoted  a  large  part  * 
of  his  time  to  social  activities  and  i 
played  a  prominent  role  in  the  $tag-  i 
ing  of  eisteddfods  in  this  section  1 
many  years  ago.  He  was  a  member  of  . 
the  Welsh  Philosophical  society  and 
in  that  capacity  aided  materially  to-  . 
wards  the  conducting  of  the  eistedd¬ 
fod  at  Division  street  and  Hyde  Park 
avenue  in  1880,  He  was  elected  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Gymanfa,,  an  associa¬ 
tion  of  the  Congregational  churches 
in  northeastern  Pennsylvania,  in  1887. 
When  Miss  Rosina  Davies,  the  noted 
Welsh  evangelist  arrived  here  from 
Wales,  he  personally  arranged  a 
schedule  for  her  in  her  jemrney 
through  the  principal  Welsh  Settle¬ 
ments  in  the  nation. 

Deeply  Interested  in  fraternal  wel¬ 
fare,  Mr.  Reese  helped  in  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  Electric  City  commandery, 
No.  177,  Knights  of  Malta,  and  re¬ 
mained  a  member  to  his  death. 

Mr.  Reese  was  a  writer  of  consid¬ 
erable  ability  and  for  years  was  the  . 
Scranton  correspondent  for  “The 
Drych,"  a  newspaper  in  Wales.  He 
alBO  won  many  prizes  for  his  poems 
submitted  in  competition  at  eistedd- 
fods. 

He  Is  survived  by  his  widow,  two 
sons,  Dan  J.  Reese  and  Walter  Reese,  ^ 
of  New  Tork  city;  two -daughters,  , 
Mrs.  William  Ruch  and  Mrs.  Silas 
Powell,  of  Underwood;  twelve  grand¬ 
children,  a  great-grandchild.  Had  he 
lived  he  would  have  celebrated  his 
fifty-fifth  wedding  anniversary  on 
May  10.  ! 


-  «  '  .  "i- '  ’ 

\  There  were  few  more .  highly  re¬ 
spected  residents  of  West  Scranton 
than  James  W.  (Athenydd)  Reese, 
■irhose^aeatfr  bi  fiis  eightieth  year  oc¬ 
curred  on  Sunday. 

Born  in  Aberdare,  South  Wales,  he 
had  resided  in  West  Scrahton  for  fifty- 
nine  years,  much  longer  than  an  aver¬ 
age  life-time.  Early  In  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  miners’  unions  be  became  af¬ 
filiated  with  them  and  served  as  treas¬ 
urer  of  his  local,  as  a  representative 
to  many  district  convsnUons;  and  for 
fifteen  years  was  on  the  state  mine 
foreman's  examining  hoard. 

Deeply  religious,  Mr.  Reese  was  a 
i  charter  member  of  the  Tabernacle 
Congregational  church  and  became  a 
1  moderator  of  the  Welsh  churches  of 

•  the  Northeastern  diztrict.  -He  was 

•  active  in  Eisteddfod  work  and  became 
jnwidely  known  as  a  writer.  For  years 
1  he  was  the  Scranton  correspondent  of 

the  Drych,  a  celebrated.  Welsh  news¬ 
paper.  ->*  -  - 

West  Scranton  feds  that  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  Reese  tt  has  tost  one  of 
its  outstanding  citizens.  '  X- 

I  •  •  •  ?• 


JAMES  W.  REESE. 

After  a  lifetime  of  honest  toil  as 
well  as  labor  spent  in  promoting  the . 
good  of  his  fellow  man,  cultural  de¬ 
velopment  of  members  of  his  race  and 
activity  in  his  church,  James  W. 
(Athenydd)  Reese  has  closed  his  eyes 
in  death.  With  his  demise,  it  may  be  i 
said,  a  good  and  useful  man  has ' 
passed  on.  Mr.  Reese  was  in  his ! 
eightieth  year.  Born  in  Wales,  he 
lived  in  West  Scranton  since  1870. 
Interested  in  the  great  cultural  insti¬ 
tutions  of  his  native  land — the  eistedd¬ 
fod  and  the  Gymanfa  Ganu — it  was 
natural  that  Mr.  Reese,  on  his  coming 
to  the  United  States,  should  bestir 
himself  in  these  things  in  his  new 
home.  His  death  recalls  the  old  Welsh  i 
Philosophical  society,  that  organiza¬ 
tion  of  which  he  was  a.  member  which 
did  so  much  to  promote  the  intel¬ 
lectual  development  of  Welshmen  in 
West  Scranton  fifty  or  more  years 
ago.  He  was  a  promoter  of  the 
great  eisteddfod  of  the  middle  70s, 
which  was  presided  over  by  Governor 
Hartranft  and  which  brought  to 
Scrantcsi  some  of  the  outstanding 
musical  critics  of  the  United  States. 
He  helped  ip  promoting  the  first 
Gymanfa  Ganu  held  by  the  Welsh 
churches  of  Scran tpn.  He  was  $>ne 
of  .the  organizers  of  the  Tabernacle 
Congregational  church,  had  been  a 
moderator  of  Welsh  Congregational 
churches  in  norhteaatern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  It  was  natural  that  when  the 
mine  workers’  organization  entered 
the  region  Mr.  Reese  should  become 
active  in  it,  serving  his  local  in  an 
official  capacity  and  as  a  delegate  to 
district  conventions.  Despite  his  mgny 
activities,  Mr.  Reese  was  essentially 
a  home  man  and  reared  an  Interest¬ 
ing  family  who  will  mourn  his  loss. 

_ : _ _ _  .  __ 
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